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February 18, 2009
PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL AMERICAN CITY QUALITY MONTH 

A Proclamation by the City Council of the City of​​​​​​​​​​​​_______​​​​​​​​​________declaring April American City Quality Month.

Whereas, over ninety percent of America’s population lives in cities; and

Whereas, America’s cities have always been the center of commerce and economic growth and opportunity; and 

Whereas, America’s cities have been the center of cultural and educational opportunities; and

Whereas, America’s cities continue to be threatened by sprawling development, traffic congestion, limited public open spaces, decaying infrastructure, homelessness, challenging educational and other social conditions, environmental pollution, limited finances, and global warming; and

Whereas, the US Census projects we will need to accommodate 34.5 million more citizens by 2020 and 100 million in twenty to thirty years; and 
Whereas, the nation’s city planning directors are calling for Better Quality Communities and the preparation, adoption and implementation of a Nationwide Urban and Regional Development Plan. The Plan would be used to guide the billions of dollars of infrastructure investments that will immediately begin to create millions of new jobs. Planners are asking President Obama, Congress, Governors, Mayors and state and local legislators, and private sector leaders to commit to immediately preparing and implementing the nationwide Plan to actually achieve better quality and sustainable communities. The Plan would be a coordinated intergovernmental and private sector commitment for better quality city planning, re-development and development of our nation’s cities and surrounding regions. The Plan would be comprehensive and address all physical development. It would involve adopting and developing better quality federal, state and local land use patterns, pedestrian oriented civic centers and neighborhoods, affordable housing, public transportation including inter-regional high speed rail connections, airports and harbors, energy conservation, prime agricultural lands protection, recreational and open space lands conservation, air quality, water quality and conservation, public facilities and utility systems, and overall urban design and beautification.  Also the Plan would insure taxpayers receive a real financial return on their investment just like a private sector investment; and 
Whereas, current American city issues can be overcome so cities can continually improve civility, beauty, economic vitality and opportunity, and healthful sustainability for all people; and

Whereas, we need increased public awareness about the status of America’s cities, a new vision for existing and new cities, and a real national, state and local public and private sector commitment to better city planning and achieving the highest standards for American city quality; and

Whereas, American city quality is the goal of city planning and can be achieved by better city planning, decision-making, design, development, management and action through the cooperative efforts of individuals, businesses, schools, governments and other organizations; and

Whereas, a national program is ongoing to promote better city planning, decision-making, design, development and management to achieve the highest quality American cities;

Now, therefore, be it proclaimed:
1. The month of April shall be known as American City Quality Month; and

2. All citizens, businesses, schools, governments and other organizations are urged to:

a. Reflect on the status of America’s cities,

b. Help shape a new vision for our cities and adopt or update your city plan, and support adoption and implementation of a nationwide urban and regional development plan,  
c. Form partnerships to achieve these plans, and

d. Report to the nation on your progress and accomplishments.

Approved by unanimous vote of the City Council this  ____day of  ____, 2009. 

